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I would like to thank the Kosciusko Ieadership Academy and R. R. Donnelley
& Sons Co. for giving me the opportunity to participate in this, the 7th Class
of The Kosciusko Leadership Academy. The experience broadened my knowledge and
understanding of this commmnity. In partial return, I have written this "white
paper". The purpose of which is to assemble a listing of all the Justices of
the Peace that have served in Kosciusko County fram the county's beginnings in
1835 to the final hour in 1975 when our State Legislature eliminated the
position. The JP cases contained herein came from JP dockets located in the
Kosciusko Justice Building and in the Kosciusko County Historical Society
. Library and Maseum. Most of the names were cbtained at the State Library in
Indianapolis, and a few were cbtained at the Warsaw Public Library by searching
through microfilm copies of the Northern Indianian.

Specifically I'd like to thank the following individuals at R. R.

Donnelley who approved my use of Company resources:

Al Rucka - Division Director

Dick Wright - Personnel Manager

Dick Dickey - Controller

Bob Tess - Job Accounting Manager
Jerry Aylor - Job Accounting Supervisor
Jack Ellison - Personnel Supervisor
Sam Dorrough - Personnel Supervisor
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KOSCIUSKO COUNTY JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

Nearly twenty years would pass from the time that Indiana gained
statehood in 1816 until this part of Indiana was organized into Kosciusko
Cbuntyl. Of course, once the county was created there was an immediate need
to fill positions in all levels of County and Township government. One such
position was "Justice of the Peace".. A Justice of the Peace, cammonly
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referred to as a "JP"* was empowered by our State Constitution of 1816:

Article V, Section 123.

A competent mumber of Justices of the Peace shall be elected by the

qualified electors in each Township, in the several Counties, and

shall continue in office five years, if they shall so long behave

well, whose powers and duties shall, from time to time, be regulated

and defined by law. i

JPs have a fairly long history. Their roots go back to 14th century
England4. And, they were here in 1805 when our State was the Indiana
Territorys. Although JPs still exist in many States today, Indiana elimin-—
ated the position in 1975,

A JP was a lower court judge. These judges normally heard cases
involving minor amounts of money or in criminal cases, ones which were less
severes'. The following cases taken from JP dockets illustrate the various

types of cases heard.
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Catherin M.... claims William P..... has her white and spotted sow with
six suckling pigs. Sueing for said sow and said pigs and for $10.00 damages
and all other proper relief.

Judgement for Catherin M.....

Samuel R. Coons JP

State of Indiana
Justices Court
5. Lutes J.P. Prairie Twp.

William W..... conplaing of the defendant in words and figures as follows:
and says that on or about the 6th day of April 1885 his minor son David
Weeeun did work for said Thoamas R.... on his farm, at farm work commencing on
the 6th day of April 1885, at the rate of $18.00 per month, and did work for
2 months, 4 days and 3/4 of one day which amounts to $39.29, with a credit of
$20.60, leaving a balance of $18.69. Said William W.... demand judgement of
$18.69 and all other proper relief. Summons issued. Constable delivered
summons. On the 6th day of November 1885, the day set for trial the parties
appeared and by compramise and agrecment the defendant pays $15.00 and the
plaintiff pays costs.

Simeon Iuates JP
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And now on the 14th day of June 1878 the Plaintiff filed his camplaint in
words and figures to wit

State of Indiana
Kosciusko County §§

State of Indiana

vs

e Nt Mg Mot S Vnt® Tmat

William M......

Now comes Abraham H..... and being duly sworn upon his oath says that on or
about the 12th day of June AD 1878 at the County of Kosciusko and State of
Indiana as affiant verily believes the said William M..... did in a rude
angry and insclent manner and with unfawful intent to do personal violence
did assault onge Abraham H..... with an ax and other missels contrary to the
forms of the Statutes in such cases made and provided and against the peace
and dignity of the State of Indiana.

Abrazham H.....

Sworn and subscribed before me this 14th day of June 1878
Samuel R Coons (seal)
JpP

And the same day to wit June 14th 1878 I issued a State Warrant for the
arrest of the defendant and delivered the same to Elijah Devore Constable of
said county June the 15th 1878. Warrant returned endorsed. This writ came
to hand June 14 1878 and the same day I have the defendant in court as
cammanded in the within writ.

My fees serving $ .25
‘Milage .20
Return .10
$ .55
Elijzh Devore
Const.
And June 15th 1878 by request of William M...... the defendant Subpoena

issued for Mewton L...., and I delivered the same to Oliver Shinn Deputy
Ccenstable of Etna Township and made the same returnable fourthwith and
administered to him the ocath required by law.

June 15 1878 the parties being present and in consequence of the Court having
other pressing business and litigation it was agreed by the parties that this
cause be continued until the 27th day of June 1878.

June 27th 1878 case called and no answer and dismissed for want of
prosecution the defendant being present.

Sarmuel R. Coons JP





































































