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ABSTRACT

The challenge of researching our'community's
development in the area of education, as the educational
growth process spread across the nation, interested me. The
purpose of this paper is to trace the eﬁucational beginnings
of our natiogn, back to the roots, and follow the growth of
education te Indiana and eventually to Kosciusko Qounty. A
1ot of research has been done on our county’s history and I
have Jjust briefly touched on somg of it. after education
artived in Kosciusko County, 1 concentrated my research
bagically on the growth of the four major school
corporations. A lot of the different townships had
developed educational processes before the development of
the corperations but I have concentrated mainly on the
corporations.

The method of study has centered basically on howrs of
regearch and discussions with county historian, Waldo Adams.
He directed me to the sources I would need for my research.
I also wrote letters and/or contacted by phone sach of the
four major corporations and surveyed them to obtain present

day information.



KOSCIUSKDO COUNTY EDUCATION:
PAST AND PRESENT

"He that ne’‘er learns his A, B, C,
For ever will a Blockhead be;
But he that learnz the Letters fair
Shall have a Coach to take the Air."1

It was with this and other rhyming phrases, out of a
New England Primer, that the seed of education was planted
in our early American colonies. The student of the early
1600’8 had two basic goals to accompliish in education:

1.) Learn your &, B, C’s, so vyou can learn to read.
2.} Learn to read so you can read the scriptuwes and praise
God .

Education in America emeraed out of the need to save
the souls of our youth. "Being naturally depraved, the
child needed to be educated to seek a religious conversion
which would bring him into the fold of God’s 2ltect and make
him an acceptable member of colonial society. Since the
"nlan of salvation" was recorded in Scripture, the paramount

2
goal of education was to teach children to read the Riblel“
In going aleng with this main objective, the colonies
stipulated that since the Bible was the "chief source of

1

W. Richard Stephens and William Yan Til, Education
in American Life (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1972},
cover page.,

2
Ibid., p. 2.




3
knowledge of God’'s plan,” then it must be the "most

essential subject matter to be stuqia& by yvoung and old
alike."4 Thus the Scriptures were used as the main
ingredient in their cuwrriculum in order to teach the sacred
values,

The role of the early colonial teacher, in attempting
to meet the objective cited saritier, was to convey and
recite God‘s truths while the pupil, being an obediant
1istener, listened and memorized. “Bame"_schmnls were
establ ished for this purpose. These schools were taught in
the home of a teacher while she went about her daily chores.
The lessons in the "Dame"” schools centered around reading
and ciphering. These schools planted the early seed for our
elementary reading and writing schools. "“Grammar® schools
followed the "Dame" schoal concept. "Grammar' schools were
the first colonial public gschools to be supported by taxes
and tuition. They had as their chief goal to provide vyoung
males, seven to thirteen years old, with sufficient

knowledge of Latin and Greek to gain admission to a ceolonial
college."3
3
Ibid.,, p. 3.
4
Ibid., p. 4.
[ —d

t
Ibid., p. &


























































































