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TRASH AND WASTE DISPOSAL - KOSCIUSKO COUNTY

This paper will address an imminent problem for Kosciusko
County in achieving two of its major goals. Goal Qne: Attract
new industry and resulting pepulation growth. Goal Two: Attract
tourism and promote the lakes and scenic value of our county.

The imminent problem is trash disposal. Trash disposal poses to
be a major obstacle in achieving the growth goal without
sacrificing this county's tourism attractions: scenic lake/river
areas and rustic rural settings.

We will discuss.how trash 1s currently being handled in this
county. Existing problems will be identified and potential
problems will be addressed. There are itwo options a population
has for disposal of wastes: (1} Bury it (landflll) or (2) Burn
it {(energy can be a by-product). This paper will present the

pros and cons of each option.

Research data for this paper was gathered by meetilings, phone
convergations and letters to public officials, landfill
operators, private trash haulers, Indiana State'Department of
Environmental Management, Tennessea Valley Authority, and plant
managers of so0lid waste to energy plants in Columbus, Ohio;
Gallatin, Tennessee; Ames, Iowa; and Pascagoula, Mississippi.

The method of trash disposal currently being used in
Kosciusko county is landfill. The looming problem in sustaining
industrial and population growth while remaining a
tourist/recreational area becomes obvious. Landfills are

temporary solutlons. The present capacity is being used rapidly



and new approved sites are becoming more difficult %o obtain.

Information from the Indiana State Department of Environmental
Management shows there are presently 82 approved landfills in
Indiana. The estimated remaining capacity of Indiana landfills
is 50%. Trash generated in our county goes to thfee pfincipal
sites: Warsaw trash collection goes to a landfill in Wabash
County, The private haulers servicing Kosciusko Country tyvpically
ugse landfills located in Elkhart County and Packerton in
Xosciusko County.

The estimated population of Kosciusko County in 1990 is
61,419 people (S. M. Detwiler & Associates, pg.l). The estimated
naticnal average 1Is 6.5 pounds of trash per day per person. At
our projected population we will need to dispose of two hundred
tons of trash per day by 1990. It is not too soon to start plans
to cope with this problem.

Earlier in this paper we stated there were two options to
trash disposal - burning and burving. A concern is that a
segment of our population has opted for a third method, that
being roadside dumping. Roadside dumping is increasing in a
number of areas in the county. The effect on the environment,
angulish of neighboring property owners, and the legal
difficulties in curbing this activity would reqguire a lengthy
research paper of its own. The magnitude of this problem can be
realized with the solution of stop roadside dumping on Road 250 E
along the Tippecance river mouthwest of Oswego. The solution was
to physically block off access to the county road.

The problem of roadside dumping certainly won't go away with

either approved option of trash disposal. But, the frequency of



occurrence will certainly increase as the population grows and

trash dlsposal costs Increase.

OPTION 1

The current sclution to waste disposal problems in Kesciusko
County 1is the landfill. Presently there is one privately owned
landfill in the county. There are advantages to the present
alternative. The initial costs and operating capital required
are lower than other methods of disposal. However, the liability
to the organization operating the landfjll is much greater than
other options. The availability of sites in somewhat limited
because of the geographical acceptability reguirements and the
public's acceptance of a landfill site in close proximity to
populated areas. In addition, there ls a continual growth in the
amount of regulations from the state and federal agenciles, which
will make the acquisition of landfill permits more difficult. As
vou will see Iin the following summary of landfill regulations, it
is not an easy task to gain a permit for a sanitary landflill and
increases in regulation will only add to the difficulty.

The descriptions of solid waste landfill regulations and
requlrements that follow are summarized to simpllfy them for ease
of understanding. This summary, by no means, should be
conslidered as a complete listing of all existing regulations as
it was drawn from a 114 page draft of rules issued by the State
of Indiana. Any specific guestions should be directed to the
Department of Environmental Management in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Regulations, operating requirements and conditions of permit










































