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wilderness.  All that this traveler carn sep is trees, swrrounded

THE FUN TREADE. AND FUR TRADERTS OF HOSCIUSKG COUNTY -

Picture in the mind's eye, & lonely wanderer trekking through the
by brambles armd bushes. Share thorns may tear-at his legs and

arms. The pack he carries is heavy, and rno matter what season of  the
yeary e perspires heavily. This pareel is loaded with trade goods he
must tramsport upon his back from plece to place. This pack is full .

of materials that other humans wart arvnd will pay dearly for. This man

iz muech like awm Ivdiar, in bufkskins and wool. Hig main concern ig ta

trade for furs which ethers want, ard perhaps even kill For. This man,

given many rnamnes, may have come From many courntries by birth, buwt & 0

commovizl ity was that he was rugged by nature.

This i the romanticized vision of a fur brader that comes to
mivd as Sne thinks of Darniel Boone and Davey Crocketd. However, in
Hosciuske CGUﬂty; as well as inm other areas, men were not always I1ike
the individual portrayed above. In fact many wevre morey bungry
individuals that thought that the "ends justified the means”. They
book much and gave little. This paper will deal with both such mew.
Moreaver Tao fully urderstarnd the fur traders in Hosciuskea Cournty, an
inspection of the history of the eastern portion of MNorith fAmerica is
needed. fAs much of what happerned in Kosciuske County was determined
et i this ares, but ocftern in Ffar distant lamds. This history and the
palitical aspects go hand—ivn—hand. One such aspect deals
with the red man and the varicus ways that he was effected by the
trade. Arother area that meeds ingpection is that of govervmental
intervention—be it American, British, or Frevnch. It alsc is important

to see that the picmeer ethic did exist in the wildernessy yvet ta fully
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understand the workings of the Indian Traders, we must loaok at the .
urnsavory- side bow, s e : = - : R _—
This eva in histery is often forgotten by modery scoisty. IF
traders had not tramsversed the forests, i Indiams had not had eariy
comtact with the white man, if furs were not valued so highly, the
ramifications on history could arg would have been very sigrificant. We
oowlid sasily have still beern & colony, of England. Throunh many -
urkrowr,  ard & few recoonizgd Figwes, men wrought cut history in this
coeunty and ones just like it, Kosciusko County was right inm the middle
of the scerne of acticon from app. 1700-1850. The trader, and the
povarrment e represemted, this auther feels, plaved a sigrnificamt part
ivi the bhistory of Kosciuska Courdty, armd the larnd survrourding it. The
Ffur trader car be thought of as the astronguts of the trade sra. They
wert cut into vast unexplored areas that were unknowrn and brought back

urtold wealth. That wealth toock many foras-furs, larnd, trade, eto,.

THE BOLITICAL ASPECT OF FUR TRADING

The fur trading eva was vevry important to the Indiawms lands.
Without the individuals that led the way for the “whitemam?s”?
wmivilization, many different sets of circumstances could have
developsd. The Frevnch seem to be the ccuﬁtvy that started fwr trading,
Mowever, it scon turned into conme of America's largest irndustries. From
Nute we see:

"The French regime was responsible for the rige of this

umigue group of mern (fur traders). From the days of

@arliest exploraticn until 1763 a larvpe part of what is

today Carada and much of the rest of the continment west

af the Appalachian mountains was French tervritory. Iwvs

this vast region lived the zeveral tribes of Indiarms with

whean the French settlers about RQuebec and Montreal were not
slow to barter furs....Furs were in great demand in
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Europe and Asla, and both bhe English colomists along the

Mt larmtic swabosrd and the French in MNew Framoe supDosebed

themselves in larpe part by mesns of & very Flourishodng

fFur byade. 'l ) ] .
Mok omly were the fuar trading davs imporvtant to Ivdiama, but also they
helped shape the domestic ard foreign policies of marny countries.
From Mute, we learn that the fur trading era was so significant that
it brought about several majoer conflicts.

"iIv Americar and Canadian history these voyageurs played

& sigrnificarnt role. The fur trade was For gernerations

the whigf inmdustyy of the cortinernt. cw.«several of the

struggles between France and Oreat Britainm were cocasicned

by a desive to reap the vich profits of the Fur trade of

West bgcause the large fur fradirmg companies exercised power-—

ful influence over Ernglish, French, and fAmerican stabtesmeng

that Enpland!s manufacturers realised the importance of the

Ingdian country as one of their chief mavhetsy; and that

the control of the westerrn fur—tradinmg posts was one of

the chigf objectives of the War of 1815.Y 2

T moe Fully urnderstand the pelitics that the early tradeyr

fFaced in Indiama, soue significant details must be realized. /A brief

history is in ocrder.

Whern the Ffirst trader came to Kosciusko Courty, events had
anmurved previcusly that had a varying degres on his succeEss. The
Franch came toa Indiarma thvrough a series of rivers, poritages, eto. frcum
Fort Bornmchartrain. This fort was epstablished by Antocine de las Mothe-
Cadillac iy 1701, Its locaticn was ow the "debtroit” between Lake Huroon
arnd Lake Erie and gust below the mouth of the smaller Lake 8t. Clair.
Ive this Ffort Qadillac yvan things with am ivon fist. However, Indiarn
traoubles did exist.

M saabCadillac had some significanmt Indiaw troubles which

had presaged further troubles for 2ll Frenchmen with the

Irvdians in times to come. The relationships of the Indians
who flocked to Debtroit were not always cordial. Resident
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barmds of HMorors, OGbbawas, andd Chippewss estalblished camnos o
ar villages in cloge comjurnction to those Miami snd
ffotawatomi tribes who had come here from the St. Joseph
Fiwver area and that of the uppesr Maumees Rivewr. Thereg were
Fores, Bacg, and fascoutens, along with a few MeramivienS, ..
While all these Indian bBarnds oot along well topether st Firset
a rumosy suddernly arose and reashed the Qttawas that the '
Murers and Miamis were concoctinmg a plam to Joinving forcoes
and ambush them. The Gttawas acted First by attacking both
Hurow and Miami bl besmnsn. Cadillac, who might possibly
have grevermted it, since his influernce with the Indians
was styeang, was away Bt the time. Before he reburned;
great desal of bLlocd had beer spilled, includimg bhat of

8 Rerollet missiomary. Whem the commarmder did come bravek

e immedistely made a sericgus mistake by promising the

head of the Ofttawa chief to the Miami chief, thern did an
abrupt turrabout and pavdoned the Gttawas. Retaliating

ivn thelir amger, the Miamis killed thres Frenchoer,

foreing Cadillac to ilead his mew against them and make
them submid. But the fires of reserntment cormbinued to o
burys dn the Miamis amd they soowm moved south agsirv o ST
their previcus villages on the upper Maumes and the
headwaters of the Wabash. Ome factiow evern conbtimuasd Do
the Wabash to mear its mouth at the Ghic River...Here

they openly invited English traders i .. The Menmominees

argry over the whale business, packed ap and went back

acrass Lake Michigan. The Foxes, Sacs, and Mascoutens
vemained, but they were rnct especially liked by obther

tribes and war broake cutb iwm 1712. The remnants of the

Feox, Barc; avnd Mascouter tribes blamed the French for the
carmage and vowed there would come a day of yeckowming.. 3

ERRLY FUR TRODERS
A1l trade was regulated by licenses since fur frading
started iv Nerth America. The Frewchmer, whé wanted o be legal in

hig trading, was givern a license. Froam Nute we learn:

Ydicenses o ewter the Indiar country werse yeguiveds
certairn articles were praohibited iv the tradey and onmly
a specifiad rumber of traders might be licenssd in one
yvear. R man with sufficient capital toe purchase a
season's outfit acquired a license amd hired men From
his meighborhood to take the goods iy canoes o bthe
poivt at which the trader wished to sell higs wavres o
the Indiams.” 4

Few pictures exist of fur trappers in Kosciusko Sourby. The

ones that do show men in busimess suits, angd mot the Fur trading
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regalia.  However, sope writiem accournts exist of various traders; -
wovapgeaurs, arnd garly sxplorers. : c -

Firvat it must be uvwnderstood that the firet trader game from &
VY aGeur. This voyvapsyr was part of & large company that came fyrom
eithev-Quebec or Morntveal. Hig mairn purpose was to paddle cances.
Cances came in a vaviety of lengths and purposes. They were heavily
ladern with orecicus margo for drading. These men were wider the
girection of the proprietor or bouwrpecis. The voyageuwrs were movices
that did the hard work of transporting he goots o the tradaing posts,
arnd vetuwrning the furs to Canada.

Fyom these voyageurs came the hivernauts or wirntgrers. These
individuals staved at varicus logations, trading with Indians. Ther
wiviterere could have pasily stopped inm Mosciusko County, however, -the
avthor does mat have arny proof of such tradivg.

All of the above mewm were @ sturdy lot. They probably stood
abaut fFive feet six iwmches im height. A taller man would take up too
much valuable space in a canoes. The men wWere & vEYY urnever
praoporticned lat, as their torsc was huge, from soe meoh paddling.
Their legs on the other hand were very slight, as they did nmobt walk
much at all.

The wvoyvagewrs had a greast pride in his worhk. Te be such &y

individual weas the dream of manmy young Canadiarm boys. The imdividual

could paddie from fifiteern to eighteesn hours & day. He could carry fFrom

E00—430 pounds of merchandise on his back of racky portages. He lived

arn very litile while canceing, and did not complain.

Why were these traders so much more successful than their English

counterparts in the Indiarn trade? Orne reasorn was the ivexhaustible

desire for land. The Emglish were interested irvn Fursy but, they also
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coveted the lamd from which the furs ocames. The French omn fhe other -
framg did wnot wart land for themseslves. They were very cowbtert to

trade. _
They did wart to praotect "NMew Framce?” though. This was dane by |
& wall of sorts that would hopefully cubeff the spread of the Ernglish.
Aleca it was hoped that it would sway _the Ingdians in that area ta the
Fremch side. To do this a series of nine forts were bulld along the
iver vroutes that Tur traders used. Twe of these were Fort Miamils-vwow
Fort Wayne—and Fort Quisternan—which is now close to Lafayette, Later,
ivn 1733, arcther fort was established on Indiarma soail. It was called
Vincernmes., These forts became very active in trade, and Indiama, and
Hosciuska Couwmty played a very larpe part i this trade.

Echert explaims how these forts, whereas they took lamd s the
Ergligh did, actuzally cemented vrelaticons with the Indians.

"There were marny young white mern at these nine westerm

Fforts amd a distinot scarcity of yvourng marvriageable

white womer. It wag therefore not surprising that

& fair number of Fremchmern took thelr cue Ffrom the

Canadiarn coureuwrs de bois and coohabited with Indian

womer. OF this vumber, iv Fact, there were a good

mary who tock sguaws as wives., These marviages in

themselves tended to have a cementing effect on

French—Indian relations...sc that the Indians would ) B}

vick ally themselves to the Ewnglish.” 5

8o, the Frewnch were very much ivn commard of the avrea up to the
Frevnch and Indiarm War 1754-1763. After that time, organized Franch
comtral did not exist. However, the Indians were comfortable in
dealing with Frernchmern. Various English concevrns hired them to do the
trading. ALL went well until the Revolutiomary War., Thern apain, &
major shift iy companies and traders came into being. The Indiarns had

Just gotten used to the rew methods, whern the Evglish were custed, o

supposed to be cut of the Indiavma termritory. Turmail existed as rival
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Erglizh arnd fAmericsn raders trieg to win the Indians over. SEven

The men that held comtrol of the tradinmg companies were Qmerimaﬁg‘ ;_*
though traders of French heritage actually worked in the posts with
the Indiarms. Wher the fwericans took gover trade;, & more glaborate
systen of trade grew. Merchants would buy goods used for frading B
arnd transport them (o varicus fromtiey lopaticons, sueh as Detroit o
Favrt Wayrme. From here they were sent &y riveir, ta t%adimg peeis e, The
Irdians on the other hand wow were buying goods on orvedit at the
begivming of the seasons —This was new, and the Indians felt 1t wag

very pood iv the begivmiing. It wasmt't until they had to settle .
ac-aunts I the spring, whern pelts betame poor Decause of the warmer
westher, digd they fird how poor bthey really were. The Indian Soon
fournd e was a distinet loosey.  For if the season was excessively
poov, - -her last because he couwld mot pay the entirve bill. I

the seasorn was potd, he usually spent it all on goods, amd had o
borvow again for the mext year's hund.

After the hides were cclliected, they were tramspovied up river o
varicus locatioms. Most Ohic Valley furs seem to have gone ta New Yaork,
Fivst. Here some were sernt to tarming establishments in Amnericsa.
Philadelphia, turvned courntless rnumbers of musivrat and bgaver hides into
hats. Maost of the furs though were sent to London, where they were
sent, Yto leiprig, Germarny. Fram Leipzig the pelts eventually reached
their finmal users in BEurcpe, Chins, Greece, or Russia. Az all
purchases and sales were by commpission, & Tur trader iv the heartland
might wolt kKnow for vesrs if he bad made a profit.” &

However, preat profits were being made, and the Indians coming
aut the poarer. Ta somewhat control this, as early as 179G, all

traders had te post bowd and have a license.  Those that gdid siot have
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such license cowld have their good takew, snd rnot be allowed imboe
Iradiar courtry. Abowve all huge Tines could be levied agsimset bhese
W oEnts. However, this legislaticw scovr fell becauvse of
individuals that comtirnued to tahke gdvartage of the Indians.

B ormew FTorm of comtrol was thern establisthed somewhere arcund 1?36 o
that was a radical step for a new democovacy to Form. A factory system,
or goverrment owred trading houses were established. As early as 1801,
Sovervniar William Hervyy Harrisorn sstablished factoeries. Fort Wayne was
fournded in 1802, Fort Wayne was such a suctess that betweern "1802 and
1814, Fort Wayre did more business than any other goverwmment post in
the Old Northwest, althcough the sale of furs declined as the dWar of
1818 approached.® 7 Private traders and mercharts dig ot like this.
They conternded that this was a moriopely set up by the govervment to
reap rich profits for themselves: and above all it was a direct
interferencs with the traditionmal American enterprise system.

Howaver, the War of 1812 soon put a stop to all of the trading.
Irvdians stopped hunting arnd whites were deiven from the area. Fortd
Wayrme saffergsd so much, it was never to regain its old status. Ty
i814 the factory system stopped, becsause, the government was suffering
leogses. Boy, arny trader that was brave erncugh could cpew the doors to
tyade with the Indians.

After the war, many old Frermch families returned to the area and
resumned busirness. However, they were alsc joined by a group of
HAmericarn businessmer. Fort Wayvre apain became a certer forr drade in
thig territory. NMow we begiv to fivg artivity directly in the
Hosciuske County area. Mamy traders, mercharnts, brolkers ang Indian

Agent employees gathered ive Fort Wayne. Names such as Francoils
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“d,

Godfroy, Blexis Coguillard, FAravocis Comparet, and Jobes Duret,

came wmnd

mont likely tramsversed the Kosciusko County ares. They were Mrnow o

trade with Indiarns anywhere from the Peruy ares to Seuth Bend.

Mary of

these wmew kwew that they ccould mot conmtinue s before, being individusl

traders loosely cormected with ar agency. So, they teamed up with

fRpericans. One such RApericean that had a sigrnificant dimpact ow this

immediate area was John Jaoobh Astor.  Astor was arv extremnely shrewd

raavi, awd could and would uwse urnserupulouws methods to gain vast

mrofits. As shrewd busiress persons do, he went for political.

cavrbral. Rgaivt from Ankenbrush, we learms

"EY Compgress iv April, 23, 1816, the act forbad anmyvone
trading with Indians, except Anericasns. This enabled
Agtor to cut the Canadiarm campetition ocutb. Next Ashor
was able to get legisliation favorable to him which

worked to the disadvantage of cother PAmericearn competition.

Michigan Govermor, Lewis Cass, looked the other way at
times and one Senator was in Astoris pav. Evern though

it was against the law, Astor used liguor to get trade.”

8

SBppavently from letters este. Astor had a dream of controelling

the Grest Lakes btrade, through his fur comparny, the Americss Fuar

Company. Scowvy e had done this, Ivn the Hosciuskos ares ome of his

able lieutenants was Jearr B. Richardville, a nephew of Little Turtle

ard them head of the Miaml Indians in this area.

Richardville, was noet hind to his Rinsmen. Irve & time when

Indians were Ilacocsing their lands, a scldier’s pay was a few gollars =

mortth, arnd marny Indians were living o hand cuts, Askembrush tells us

this about Richardville:

*Much has been said about the huge riches gathered by Jean

Batiste Richardville, the half-French rephew of Chief
Turtle. Richardville, whose Indiarm wame was Pechewa,
was indeed wealthy. In arn era when Plioneer families

ivy the vicinity had few doallars for dows payments on govery—
ment lands, Richardville had growing piles of gold coins.
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Movey was a very scarog iten in the backwoods, vet Richardville |
et shipped in a safe or ivon sirong Box in which to stores
an estimated H2Z00, 000 in gold coins. I today’s reclaning, |
this would be like having several milliorn dollars in pash
ooy harnd, ' 9

O of the ways that Richardville made hiz living was by

apevating the portape between the Maumes and Wabash Rivers. The site

is recorded i Humtivgtow Indiana, where state roads 9 and 24 7 T

imbersect.
Astor in 1810 established his "Wabash OubtfitY. This avgamizaticom
held the upper hamd on trading Ffor several yveEars. The mémopoly 1t held

munt have beer worth Lillicmsg i & woorld where millicons was hard bo

contepbtualize. Marny local traders, like Richardwille, found it very
luerative to do busivess with fAstor. Often it was the omly place to
cdeal without traveling gpreat distarnces, which caused drastic reducticr |
iv profits. From Brnkenbrush again we learyn what a month's take was iwn
Fort Wayme Tor Astor:

"The degr skins wnumbered 1, 1403 the racooorn sking 26, 839y

peaver was listed at 26 pounds, therse were 733 skins of

cats and foxes; 83 otter skins, 251 mushrat shins, 24

bear skinms, amd three wolf skins. O cimMer bills were

ligted greater rumbers of woelves, bucks and does; three

Buffalc amd 21k, mink and lymx. 8Sixty pourds of beeswax

was alsa listed.” i

Traders learned to dispose this organization, but most
were helpless to doe anyvthing about it. Howewvenr, an ecormamico
development scorn opened the doors for obthers to enter this realn.

The Indians ne longer had furs to trade as they onee did. Rs
mentioned in a previcus section, the tribes of Potawatomis and dMiamis,
with lesser tribes of Delawares, Kickapoos, Wyarndots, and Wess were all
iceated in the Indianma area. fAll wernt well for the tribes until the

flood of settlers arvived from Pemisylvania and the Treaty of Ford

HWayne {18079} came into being. With the Treaty of Fort Wayme, William
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Hewry Harmisaon mepotiated  awly sgveral laWQE_?rmmﬁﬁ aﬁ,;awﬁ_iﬁ sl ey
indi@mvis. The trvibes all received a pittaﬁca QF_mmney, appraxtmately
$2B0. to $500. as arrmal armvities.  This push for land was one of the
contributing factors that led to the Indiaw participation inm the bar of
1812, Buring the war, tribes moved further novrth te be claser to their

suprly routes intoa Canada.l Hfter the British loss, Eeveral_ttibe -

staved there, givivrg up their Indiama land in the bavpsirs. The Tirst
magoe treaty forcimg Indians to give up their lands came in Ootober
18:8, Fram Trermert we learr:

"Federal negotiators-lewis Cass, Jomathan Jermings,
ant] Bewmgamin Farke for the PRotawatomi, Weay, Delaware,
arntgd Miami Indiarns to survrender cewbtryal Indiara. The
Delawsres, whe remained loval to the United States
during the war, suffered the most.....The subsidies
irtended For the Indiarns rapidly became the subsidies
For the trader, who realized bthat the fur rade could
noh last forever. Fur—bearing animals were alvready
begirming to diminish iwm runber, &nd the future vremovals
imevitable, enterprising cpporturnmists amowg the traders -
recognized that they could make swrer profits from

supplying the tribes with goods. in return for their

anruity morney. Thug the traders inmcreasingly begam

to cater to every desire of Indians arnd to supply

them with a large guantity of merchandise ov credii,

pavable at amuity time....Merchants kept a list of all
indebtedness and gathered at Indianm villages at the ammual
paymernt time fto ensure that they were paid before army

momey fell iwmtoe Ivdian hands. In several cases braders
indebted the Indiars to such arn extent that the whole

armuity would be paid to the mercharnts, leaving the

tribesmen te borvow orn the following yvesr's amnuity. " 18

Alesg, with the Irndians poing into debt so much, and people
lusting after the lanmd, the trader became involved in larnd specpulabtion.
It was such that it took presidemtial decrees Forr land to be sald,
however, if the local Indiarn agent scught such aporoval it was usually
mivern Thus, if the btrader was on good terms with the Indian fAgent,

he could swing some very good deals.

ENTER WILLIAM G. AND GEORGE W. EWING
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Irto this era of corrupticn and durpnoil step twe brothers who -
actuslly trod on Hosoiuske Courty scil. While the Ewing Brothers were
ot as  large as f#stor and the Smerican Fur Comparny, the fact that bhey
were very money hurngry is well documernted.

The Ewings, George and Williasm, along with btheir fathewr,

Rlexander first came imto the Fort bayrme aocea in app. 1822, Althcocugh
they did wot start trading with the Indiams For Furs st that bime,

"he (Alexander) did attempt to supply some of the Miamis' reeds.’” 13
This was in terms of salt. He was ane of marny whoe tried to well this
commadity to the Indians. At this he was net suctessfual. However. he
did do better at sellivmg them ferce rails. He gaimed "$350.14 which'’
came from am arnrdity fumd. i3

Iv Goeteher of 1824, and March of (885, William Ewing alomyg with
Johv Bourie, applied arnd reteived licemses to trade at Enmglish Lake o
the Karnkakee River. Both men were the fFirst white traders and received
the following instructions:

«« o they must confine their trade to the area assigned,

desl fairly with the tribes, take mo liguor into the

Irdian couwmbtry, report unlicensed traders to the agent,

pevsuade the Indianms to be peaceful, amd hire no -

fForeigrers. ” 14 p. 13 _

It was found that a wmore formally corgamized structure was needed
it the gevtlemern were to make vast sums of money. Sa in 1825 the (.
Ewing & Soms Company waz formed.

This organization tripled the dollar amount at Ewplish Lakhe, s
a second trading pest was established arcund the same area. Cleriks,
maestly of French descent were used in these trading posts {(this is an

important point to consider for later). The pelts and furs gotten from

the posts were sent to warehguses in Fort Wayre. In the beginming, the
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