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wilderness.  All that this traveler carn sep is trees, swrrounded

THE FUN TREADE. AND FUR TRADERTS OF HOSCIUSKG COUNTY -

Picture in the mind's eye, & lonely wanderer trekking through the
by brambles armd bushes. Share thorns may tear-at his legs and

arms. The pack he carries is heavy, and rno matter what season of  the
yeary e perspires heavily. This pareel is loaded with trade goods he
must tramsport upon his back from plece to place. This pack is full .

of materials that other humans wart arvnd will pay dearly for. This man

iz muech like awm Ivdiar, in bufkskins and wool. Hig main concern ig ta

trade for furs which ethers want, ard perhaps even kill For. This man,

given many rnamnes, may have come From many courntries by birth, buwt & 0

commovizl ity was that he was rugged by nature.

This i the romanticized vision of a fur brader that comes to
mivd as Sne thinks of Darniel Boone and Davey Crocketd. However, in
Hosciuske CGUﬂty; as well as inm other areas, men were not always I1ike
the individual portrayed above. In fact many wevre morey bungry
individuals that thought that the "ends justified the means”. They
book much and gave little. This paper will deal with both such mew.
Moreaver Tao fully urderstarnd the fur traders in Hosciuskea Cournty, an
inspection of the history of the eastern portion of MNorith fAmerica is
needed. fAs much of what happerned in Kosciuske County was determined
et i this ares, but ocftern in Ffar distant lamds. This history and the
palitical aspects go hand—ivn—hand. One such aspect deals
with the red man and the varicus ways that he was effected by the
trade. Arother area that meeds ingpection is that of govervmental
intervention—be it American, British, or Frevnch. It alsc is important

to see that the picmeer ethic did exist in the wildernessy yvet ta fully
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understand the workings of the Indian Traders, we must loaok at the .
urnsavory- side bow, s e : = - : R _—
This eva in histery is often forgotten by modery scoisty. IF
traders had not tramsversed the forests, i Indiams had not had eariy
comtact with the white man, if furs were not valued so highly, the
ramifications on history could arg would have been very sigrificant. We
oowlid sasily have still beern & colony, of England. Throunh many -
urkrowr,  ard & few recoonizgd Figwes, men wrought cut history in this
coeunty and ones just like it, Kosciusko County was right inm the middle
of the scerne of acticon from app. 1700-1850. The trader, and the
povarrment e represemted, this auther feels, plaved a sigrnificamt part
ivi the bhistory of Kosciuska Courdty, armd the larnd survrourding it. The
Ffur trader car be thought of as the astronguts of the trade sra. They
wert cut into vast unexplored areas that were unknowrn and brought back

urtold wealth. That wealth toock many foras-furs, larnd, trade, eto,.

THE BOLITICAL ASPECT OF FUR TRADING

The fur trading eva was vevry important to the Indiawms lands.
Without the individuals that led the way for the “whitemam?s”?
wmivilization, many different sets of circumstances could have
developsd. The Frevnch seem to be the ccuﬁtvy that started fwr trading,
Mowever, it scon turned into conme of America's largest irndustries. From
Nute we see:

"The French regime was responsible for the rige of this

umigue group of mern (fur traders). From the days of

@arliest exploraticn until 1763 a larvpe part of what is

today Carada and much of the rest of the continment west

af the Appalachian mountains was French tervritory. Iwvs

this vast region lived the zeveral tribes of Indiarms with

whean the French settlers about RQuebec and Montreal were not
slow to barter furs....Furs were in great demand in
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Europe and Asla, and both bhe English colomists along the

Mt larmtic swabosrd and the French in MNew Framoe supDosebed

themselves in larpe part by mesns of & very Flourishodng

fFur byade. 'l ) ] .
Mok omly were the fuar trading davs imporvtant to Ivdiama, but also they
helped shape the domestic ard foreign policies of marny countries.
From Mute, we learn that the fur trading era was so significant that
it brought about several majoer conflicts.

"iIv Americar and Canadian history these voyageurs played

& sigrnificarnt role. The fur trade was For gernerations

the whigf inmdustyy of the cortinernt. cw.«several of the

struggles between France and Oreat Britainm were cocasicned

by a desive to reap the vich profits of the Fur trade of

West bgcause the large fur fradirmg companies exercised power-—

ful influence over Ernglish, French, and fAmerican stabtesmeng

that Enpland!s manufacturers realised the importance of the

Ingdian country as one of their chief mavhetsy; and that

the control of the westerrn fur—tradinmg posts was one of

the chigf objectives of the War of 1815.Y 2

T moe Fully urnderstand the pelitics that the early tradeyr

fFaced in Indiama, soue significant details must be realized. /A brief

history is in ocrder.

Whern the Ffirst trader came to Kosciusko Courty, events had
anmurved previcusly that had a varying degres on his succeEss. The
Franch came toa Indiarma thvrough a series of rivers, poritages, eto. frcum
Fort Bornmchartrain. This fort was epstablished by Antocine de las Mothe-
Cadillac iy 1701, Its locaticn was ow the "debtroit” between Lake Huroon
arnd Lake Erie and gust below the mouth of the smaller Lake 8t. Clair.
Ive this Ffort Qadillac yvan things with am ivon fist. However, Indiarn
traoubles did exist.

M saabCadillac had some significanmt Indiaw troubles which

had presaged further troubles for 2ll Frenchmen with the

Irvdians in times to come. The relationships of the Indians
who flocked to Debtroit were not always cordial. Resident



































































