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The Size - Scope - Significance of Agriculture in Kosciusko County, Indiana

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the importance of agriculture
to the financial welfare of Kosciusko County. Kosciusko County i1s a major
influence in Indiana agriculture from an income and size standpoint. The
overall thrust will be to show how large Kosciusko County agriculture is
from the aspect of the size of the overall county and then how much income

1z produced and spent in Kosciusko County.

One of the primary facts that needs to be brought out in the beginning
of this term report is that of all the industries, agriculture historically
spends most of the money it makes, in the county where it is made. This
discussion will primarily be limited to the presentation of facts about
agriculture so that each individual can draw his own conclusions as to the

importance of agriculture to our local ecconomy. It is important to point



out, however, that while the discussion relates to direct agriculture
production, the agricultural industry provides Jjobs in many service
industries, feed mills, fertlilizer plants, équipment dealers, seed dealers,
repair services, to name a few. These satelite industries provide our
econony with many jobs and a large amount of income which 18 not reported as

a direct part of agricultural income,
Part # 1  Xosciusko County Physical Layout
Kosciuske County is a county of 14 townships that covers 555 square
miles and is rated as the third largest physical county in Indiana. The
county extends about 27 miles north to south and about 21 miles east to

west. This 1s an area of 345,728 acres.

Table 1: Kosciuske County - Land usel

Cropland (Harvested) 172,864 Acres
All Other Cropland 34,572
Woodland 34,572
All Other Land on Farms 17,286
Non Farm Land 86,432

1. Purdue University Extension Service, Department of Agricultural
Statistics (Purdue, Imndiana), 1985,



0f that total county acreage, 274,364 acres or 79.4% is in farms. Most of

the land in Kosclusko County iz in private ownership.

According to the 1982 Census the county has the following breakdown in

size of farm ownership.

Table #2Z

1982 1978 Change
Total Number of Farms 1,442 1,527 ~ 85
Average Size of Farms 190 Ac. 189 Ac. +1
Ave. Value of Land & Building/Farm 321,461 311,321 - + 10,140

Average slze of Farms Using Acres Harvested

1 to 9 Acres Farms 111 105 + 6
Acres 582 526 + 56
10 to 19 Acres Farms 104 104 -0
Acres 1,443 1,445 -2
20 to 29 Acres Farms 91 94 -3
Acres 2,144 L 2,195 - 51
30 to 49 Acres Farms 145 168 - 23
Acres 5,523 6,451 - 928

2, 1982 Census of Agriculture, United States Department of Commerce
(Washington, D.C.) 1982, p. 178,
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The preceding chart shows some important facts about Kosciusko County

in the 5 yvears from 1978 to 1982.

The first trend iIs that total harvested

croplands is down by 3,493 acres from 211,708 acres im 1978 to 208,215 acres

in 1582. This shows useable crop land is being taken out of production and

used for other purposes and other land classes are not being used for these

non—~farm purposes. The chart also shows a switch In the size of farms.

There is both a reduction in the number of harvested acres in the farms in

the 10 acre to 500 acre categories and a dramatic growth in the larger farm

clasgifications. In farms over 500 acres there is a farm number increase

and an acreage increase.

farm equipment becoming available to farmers.

This 1s brought about by larger and more efficlent

Another important factor seen



in this 5 year time period is a significant reduction in pasture and grazing
land. In 1978 we had 17,107 acres in pasture and 12,049 in 1982, a loss of
5,058 in five years. Many of these acres were put into'crop acres as
farmers worked to increase their income by farming some of the more marginal

land.

In the area of physical changes, a gignificant factor in Kosciusko
County is the increase of acres of land under irrigation. 1In 1978 there
were 25 farms and 2,640 acres being irrigated. By 1982 there were 45 farus
and 7,150 acres being irrigated. The real significance of this will show up
in the income amounts coming into our county through Increased yields from

those acres,

Fable 3; Tenure and Characteristics of Operators3

Ownersghip 1982 1978 Change

Full Qwners Farms 881 893 - 12
Acres 87,539 87,548 -9

Part Owners Farms 424 483 - 59
Acres 162,361 170,170 - 7,809

3. 1982 Census of Agriculture, p. 198.
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Type of Organization4 1982

Family Farms 1,208
Partnership 166
Corporations 57

1987
1,291
192

38

Change

- 83
-~ 26

+ 19

The previous discussions and tables have so far shown how much farm

land there is in Kosciusko County and who farms the land, how old they are,

how they organized their farms and how much part time income comes in to the

farmers.

Up until now we have looked at gross acreage figures.

will be devoted to what is produced on these acres.

Table 4: Production Levels for Kesclusko COunty5

Livestock Produced

1984
Hens and Pullets 2,239,600
Milk Cows 5,800
All Hogs and Pigs 94,700
All Cattle and Calves- 42,500

4, 1982 Census of Agriculture, p. 208.

1982
2,145,600
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100, 000

45,000

The next section
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2.5

S. "Field Crops", Department of Agricultural Statistics, (Purdue

University) 1982, 1983, 1984.

7.



Livestock Produced (comnt'd)
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Crop Production for Kosciusko County6
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Crop Production (cont'd)

lo84 1982
Hay Acres 14,200 13,700
Yield/Acre 3.2 ton 3.6 ton
Production 45 ton 49,700 ton

The following table shows how Kosciusko County vanks state wide in each
of the listed categories:

Number of farms in
Kosciusko County

Production Item State Rauking7* growing 3 commodities.8®
Hogs and Pigs 9 ' 360

Cattle and Calves 1 668

Hens and Pullets 2 142

Milk Cows 8 128

Corn 16 641

Soybeans 36 638

Wheat 27

Dats N/A 61

7. Gross Cash Farm Income by Counties 1982 USDA (Purdue University) May 1986,
pp. 13-20.

8. "Field Crops" USDA (Purdue University)

% Many farms are counted in more than one category because of crop and
livestock production.















