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A GUIDE TO CHILD CARE AND EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION IN KOSCIUSKD COUNTY

This guide is a project of the 1985-86 Kosciusko Leadership
Academy. It is desighed to give parents of preschool age children
in Kosciusko County an idea of the various preschools and day care
centers which are available. This guide contains the (1) Names of
each day care facility and day care homes in Kosciusko County, (22
addresses and phone numbers, (3) contact people and (1) an
information sheet about the curvent programs available. We feel
this information can be helpful to parents of preschool age
children. We wish tao thank the preschool and day care
organizations for thelr cooperation and assistance in obtaining
thig information.

Finding Child Care for Your Child

Most of us find what we tieed by word of mouth. We ask
friends, relatives, and fellow workers to help us when looking for
a Jjob, house, or almost anything else. Child care is not
di fferent. The first source of information is people you khnow,
Unfortunately, child care is in short supply and this is not always
a useful source., Some areas are really forfunate, people have
access to care resources and referrval services. These
organizations have different names but they all have ohe thing in
common and that is they all help parents find child care.

These child care resources and referral services usually know
the farcilities in the community including centers, part and full
day, family day care, group homes, and various informal
arrangemehts that parents make together. They can provide the
progvams with vacancies, and often have detailed information abuout
each service,

If there is o child care resource or referral service,
parents will have more difficulty finding information or vacancies,
or getting help in choosing child care. The following may be good
sources for child care services or information:

1. Chamber of Commerce,

2., Civic Groups or arganizations: the United Way, public
library, etc.

3. Yellow pages: child care ctenters may be listed here,
although not all choose to be listed. Family day care
homes will not be well represented in the Yellow pages,

4. Local YMCA/YWCATs may provide day care and may know of
other child care solutions,

9. Newspaper advertisements

6. Churchesg

7. Welcome Wagon

8. Helfare Department



Choosing Care For Your Child . . . L

Working parents today solve their child care needs in many
ways. There are two broad categories that child care exist:
In—-family care and community care.

In—family care is used by more than half the working parents.
Work hours are arvanged sa that one parent is always home.
Sometimes arrangements involve using a relative, very close friend
or older sibling.

When guality in—family care is not available, working parents
turn to community care. This type of care invoalves several _
options:

1. In-home care. A trained child care provider, nanny or
babysitter comes to the child?s home. This can be a very
expensive solution for full time care.

2. ghared care. Several families ewmploy someone tﬂ are
for all their children in one of their homes. - -

3. Family day care. Usually fewer than seven children,
in the home of the caregiver.

4. Group home. This includes between 7-12 children in
the caregiver’s home. Additional adults are hired as indicated by
required staff/child ratios of the state for particular ages of the
children receiving care.

9. Centers. Centers may be full-day, or part day
nursery schools or preschonl. They serve larger groups of children
and are not located in private homes.

&. Mixed arvangements. Fart day nursery schocls with a
home based solution for morning or afterncon kindergarten children
has been a very common arrangement. Parents can combine
center/center care, such as a part day kindergarten with a day care
center in another location.

Farents need to consider several factors in choosing an
arrangement for child care that provides a gquality program.

Few parents can afford to pay more than 104 of their income
four the care of their children, although many may make sacrifices - s
to pay the high cost of care. ’

Location, L . L

Transportation and location, like cost, determine whether a
program is within reach. When possible, choose ¢hild care close to
your home o9r work. Sometimes a place enroute to work or one near
the school where an older thld attends, ar near & relative can be
a better choice.






























































































































