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THE PROBLEMS

The Solid Waste Managewent Section of the Indiana State Board
of Health has determined that on the average, each person in Indiana
produces 1.5 to 2.5 pounds of household waste per day. If commercial
wastes are included, the amount goes up to 3 pounds per day, it jumps
to 5.8 pounds per day if Industrial, agricultural, and demolition wastes
are included. With Indiana having a population of more than 5 million
people, approximately 15,000 tons of waste are created daily. In Kosciusko
County we create approximately 171,000 pounds of waste each day. The
solid waste volume for the United States has been estimated to be growing

at a rate of three times as fast as our population.

What do we do with all of our waste? There are three solutions:

1)} recyecling; 2) wusing the waste to generate energy; 3) landfills.

In Kosciusko County the solution has been landfills. The
reasons for this are: 1) economical; 2) limited manpower to operate;

3) controls pollution; 4) guick turnover of waste.

However, there are many problems with landfills. In our county,
as well as the state, geological conditions are a major problem. State
restrictions require a landfill to have a minimum thickness of relatively
impermeable material between the base of the landfill and the shallowest
aquifer of 10 to 251feet, but a 20 to 30 foot minimum is suggested for
general use. This means for a 20 foot trench,for landfill use, would

require 40 to 50 feet of impermeable soil.
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According to an Indiana Geological Survey the southern 2/5ths
and 2 small amount in the northwest corner of Kosciusko County could be

suiteble for landfills. (See map)

In 1969 the Refuse Disposal Act was passed into law, eliminating
cpen dumps. The Act also created the need for landfills. In 1974 the
State sat vp guldelines for permitting regulations of landfills. These
new regulations, with the use of surface geological maps, caused the
phasing out of 23 statewide landfills. The Scott landfill in our county
was one of the 23, leaving us with only one, the Ransbottom Landfill in

southern Kosclusko County.

The phasing out of the Scott Landfill has created problems for
residents of northern Kosciusko County. On March &, 1982, a public
meeting was held at the old Courthouse. The panel consisted of Maurice
Dorsey, Fred Gilliam, Jean Northenor. Matt Dalton, Gerald Smalley, and

zwo State Board of Health Representatives, Stu Miller and Larry Studebaker.

A group of concerned citizens from the Syracuse area were the
main questioners. The two main questions were: 1) "Why was the Scott
Landfill closed?", and 2} 'What can be done to reopen or replace the
iandfill?" The State answer to the first question was that through
zeological surface maps, the area of the landfill showed permeable soil
rypes, which could lead to peollutants in the water. Their answer to the
second gquestion was that four monitoring wells have to be put down at
varying depth and in different quadrants of the landfill. This has to

be done at the landfill owners expense. If the wells prove that there are



no pollutants then the landfill can be reopened, but if they prove there

zre pollutants, the State will fine the owner of the landfili.

To replace the landfill a new one would have to be created.
To start a new landfill, zoning approval is necessary, and this can be
stopped by the surrounding neighbors by protesting the landfill. The
costs for a 40 acres landfill are the land, $5,000 tec $8,000 for testing,
£18,000 for engineering plans, and the cost for core samplings. All of

these must be completed before final approval is given by the State.

These costs alone prohibit most people from starting landfills.
The County Counecil has approved money for the purchase of land for a
landfill. The County Commissioners and their task forece have looked into
purchasing suitable land for a landfill. According to Commissioner Gilliam,
each time switable land is found word gets around about the possible land-
£ill and the land is purchased by a private resident, thus eliminating

the chance for a landfill.

The need for a landfill in Northern Kosciusko County is real,
already the cost for garbage removal has doubled. During the summer
season the area population doubles and the permanent residents feel
that the summer people will not pay for the garbage removal. If this
happens, their trash is goiné to be left or it will be thrown along the

highways.

The Ransbottom Landfill is located at Packerton in the southern
part of our county. The landfill is privately operated, employing three

vll time employees, and two part time. The landfill, consisting of 120

iy

acyes, was started in 1971 with an approximate life expectancy of 30 years.
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The hours for the 1landfill are 9AM to 5PM Monday thru Friday, B8AM to 12PM
Saturday. Prices for dumping at the landfill are $2.50 per cu. yd; $3.50
per major appliance, and $2.30 per roll of fence. This revenue goes directly
to the owner, with no additional money from the State. This money is used
for income for the employees, upkeep of machinery, and any additional

testing of the land.

The equipment at the Ransbottom Landfill consists of two bull- _
dozers, one earthmover, and one trashmaster. The initial expense of the
machinery was approximately $200,000. The owner is responsible for the

upkeep of machinery and must have access to backup equipment.

According to Dan Ransbottom, his job consists of continual
covering of the trash using the bulldozers; the earthmover is used to
stockpile cover dirt to be used in the winter and on rainy days. He also
states that when the dumping trench starts £illing uwp, it is necessary
to dig new ones. In doing this he has to consider prevailing winds and

drainage flow of top water.

Recently new core samplings had to be taken at this landfill.

The cost of these samplings are paid for by the owner.














































































